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Norovirus outbreaks in a university hospital

Akiko FURUKAWA, Yoshitomo OZAKI, Katsuyuki KITO, Teiji SASAKI,
Taishi NAGAO, Kenichi KITAMURA, Hiroyuki NAITHO,
Kenichi TATEWAKI, Kunihiko Moro, Yoshihiro IKUNO,

Hiroki KONISHI, Shinichi KINJO, Yasuharu IWATA,

Tomoko NAKAGAWA and Yasutaka NAKANO

Infection Control Team, Shiga University of Medical Science Hospital

Abstract An outbreak of norovirus-related gastroenteritis occurred in one ward at a university hospital in June 2006. A
total of 32 people (16 patients and 16 staffs) suffered and it took 17 days from the recognition to the end of the outbreak. We
speculated that the virus was brought to the hospital from the outside by a patient and spread from person to person. Infection
control measures, including the closure of the ward, may have prevented the spread to other wards. When the outbreak was
over, we looked back the case with all the hospital staff members and reconfirmed how to prevent norovirus outbreak. In
November 2006, another outbreak occurred in a different ward. It took 11 days from the recognition to the end and 13 people
(10 patients and 3 staffs) suffered this time. It seemed that the familiarization with a norovirus outbreak and the reconfirmation
of prevention measures made it possible to respond earlier to the second outbreak.

Keyword outbreak, university hospital, norovirus, gastroenteritis
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