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Philosophy, Goal and Mission of Shiga University of Medical Science

&
Our Philosophy
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As the university which is supported by its local community, contributes to the community and
plays an active part in the world, we contribute to development of medical and nursing science
and promotion of human health.
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We strive to nurture outstanding researcher and expert with advanced knowledge and capability
in medicine and nursing. Our mission is to apply advances in medicine and nursing to the betterment
of welfare in our society. (Article 2 of the Regulations of Shiga University of Medical Science)
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Outline of Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Medicine
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This program is intended to educate able researchers in medical science so they may contribute
to the development of medicine and the improvement of social welfare. Students will be provided
with a wide breadth and depth of knowledge and skills to allow them to work creatively and
independently.
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Features of the Curriculum
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We have organized our Doctoral Program into 1 Specialty subdivided into 4 Courses, and “Oncology
Specialist Training Course” .

Free from conventional departmental limitations on research guidance, the academic staff support
the education and research work of graduate students, while maintaining close liaison with one
another beyond the normal scope of basic medical and clinical departments.

During the first and second years of the program, through the Core Curriculum common, students
acquire extensive knowledge of key areas including statistics, experimental design, analysisy and
other skills fundamental to research. In addition, they will receive instruction in the ethical
issues involved in medical research. The curriculum is designed to give great emphasis to the
success and creativity of graduate students’ research.
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PhD-MD Program

About PhD-MD Program

Upon finishing the first four years of the curriculum in the School of Medicine, students may choose to
enter SUMS Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Medicine to acquire a PhD, and then either continue
to work as medical researchers, or re-enroll in the School of Medicine as 5th grade medical students to
become clinical doctors.

In this post-graduate course, students are encouraged to complete Doctoral Program in three years.
They will receive guidance by a supervisor, a sub-supervisor, and related teachers, but also extra
instruction will be available to students outside their specialty. We have a "Teaching Assistants" (TA)
system in our university, and post-graduate students can apply to become TAs, both to receive financial
benefits and to qualify as research instructors by guiding undergraduate students. We may also be able
to offer some other grants and scholarships.

Differences between ordinary program and the PhD-MD Program

(Ordinary program)

School of Medicine Clinical Training ~ Graduate School of Medicine

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 2 years

(PhD-MD Program)

School of Medicine Graduate School of Medicine Alternative

School of Medicine | Clinical Training

1st 2nd 3rd 4th

Researcher

(In the PhD-MD Program, students are encouraged to complete Doctoral Program in three years.)
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